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the community to any extent, and, in the absence of concession, to inflict immeasurable injury. It is still a serious crime to purchase arms and to organise and drill a body of men in order to oppose the State, or any of its authorities. Treason is still an offence in the Statute-Book But so all-powerful has the English Government become in recent times by the inventions of science and the improvements of organisation, that little harm is to be feared from this antiquated kind of treason. But I venture to think that a great strike, if carried sufficiently far, might assume the character of social treason. As in the case of the great railway strike in the United States, in 1877, it might bring society to a dead lock. If ten thousand Yorkshiremen were to march upom London, with the very best arms they could muster, the Government would probably surround and capture them in twenty-four hours by the aid of railways and telegraphs. But if ten thousand railway men were to form a conspiracy to obstruct and destroy the railways and telegraphs of the kingdom, they would create infinitely greater alarm and injury, and would be checked with far greater difficulty. It is thus highly needful to bear in mind how the more delicate and elaborate arrangements of modern society have caused a change in the bearing of social dangers.
In accordance, however, with what has been said before, it is one thing to hold that there must exist the offence of conspiracy, and another thing to say that any particular kind of conspiracy should be punished. Conspiracy is especially a question of degree, varying in several ways, as regards the number of persons involved, the consciousness of common intention on their part,